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pace with the other violent political changes. The Convent was sup-
pressed, and the nuns left for Mons, Belgium, where they continued
their good work in the house of their Institute in that town. During the
temporary occupation of Valenciennes by the Austrians, the exiled
Ursulines were recalled by the towns-people, and for some time resumed
their old work of teaching. But after the expulsion of the Austrians, the
Jacobins again took possession of the place, and among the first objects
of their vengeance was the Ursuline Community charged with the " crime "
of re-opening the Convent contrary to law! Though the fall of Robes-
pierre in the previous July, had ended the reign of terror in Paris, the
atrocities of the red revolutionaries still went on in some of the provinces,
and Valenciennes was now to experience some of the last of these out-
rages. The guillotine was set up in the " Place du Grand March6," and
a Commission presided over by Lacoste, proceeded to supply it with
victims. The Ursuline Nuns who had been cast into the public prison
were haled before the tribunal, the first batch of five being arraigned on
17th October. " We returned here," they bravely replied in answer to
one of the republican judges, " to teach the holy Catholic religion! " They
were at once condemned to death* As they went to the scaffold, Mother
Dejardin said rather reprovingly to the sorrowing Superioress, who was
still awaiting her trial with the rest of the Nuns: " Mother, you always
taught us to be brave, and now that we are about to be crowned, you
weep over us! " On the 23rd, October, the Superioress, Mother Clotilde,
and the six remaining Sisters shared the same glorious fate. " We do
not die for the Republic," said Mire Clotilde, " but for the Faith, and for
the Catholic Apostolic and Roman Religion that we taught; our Institute
being founded for that purpose." These heroic Nuns were Beatified by
Benedict XV, 13th June, 1920,
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